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Fentanyl (defined at O.C.G.A. §16-13-26) and fentanyl analogs (defined at O.C.G.A. §16-13-25) are
commonly submitted to the GBI Division of Forensic Sciences (DOFS) in drug evidence submissions
as powders and tablets. From July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026, fentanyl and fentanyl analogs were tested
and reported over 850 times. Most evidence submissions that contain fentanyl and fentanyl analogs
are mixed with diluents and additives (such as xylazine, acetaminophen, caffeine and lidocaine) and
contain impurities from the manufacturing process (such as 4-ANPP). Effective May 5, 2026, HB 535
may have an impact on requests concerning these types of testing as it relates to fentanyl trafficking.

The crime lab only tests substances for the presence of fentanyl and fentanyl analogs. The crime
lab does not determine fentanyl or fentanyl analog purities of powder or tablet evidence.

From data published by the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) and interpretation of common
cases tested by GBI DOFS, fentanyl purity levels of more than 25%-30% would be extremely rare
due to the manufacturing methods and additions of common diluents and additives.!

Based on the DEA’s data —

e A5 gram sample of powder containing fentanyl would contain approximately 1
gram of pure fentanyl.

e 100 tablets containing fentanyl would give a total net weight of approximately 10
grams and would contain approximately 0.24 grams total of pure fentanyl.

e Before the average purity would result in more than 4 grams of pure fentanyl,
evidence submissions containing —
o powder would likely need to exceed 20 grams, and
o tablet submissions would likely need to exceed 1,700 tablets.

For questions about the information covered in this bulletin or to discuss alternative testing options,
please contact the Chemistry Section at mgr.chem@gbi.ga.gov.

Thank you for your understanding as we work to continue to provide the highest quality services to
your agency.
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' See DEA Annual Fentanyl Report CY 2023 indicating average purity of fentanyl tested by DEA
laboratories in powder form was 19.7% and tablet form was about 2.4.%. The DEA does not report on the
purity of fentanyl analogues. https://www.dea.gov/sites/default/files/2025-

09/CY %202023%20Annual%20Fentanyl%20Profiling%20Program%20Report%20PRB-2025-017.pdf.




